FIEND BURNED AT THE STAKE |
FOR ASSAULT AND MURDER.

Will Clark Meets His Fate at Corinth, Miss., Be=
fore Five Thousand People.

Confessed the Crime and Told of Other Murders and Robberlés of
', . Which He Had Not Been Suspected—Said e
Deserved the Punishment.

Corinth, Miss,, Sept. 28.—Writhing in
the fiames of fagots plled high by hun-
dreds of cltizens, Tom Clark, alias Wil
Glbson, a young mnegro, was burned at
the stake ‘here at a late hour to-day.
Clark had confessed to one of the most
atroclous assnults and murder In the his-
tory of morth Mlississippl, and sald thhit
he deserved his atwlul fate.

On Aug. 10 last Mrs, Carey Whitfield,
the' wife of a well-known citizen, was
found dead In her home, Investigation
showed that the lady had heen assaulted
and her head wns practieally severed
from her body, a razor having been used
in-the bloody work.: Both Whitfleld and
pls wife were related to several of the
most prominent familles in the south,
and the indligation of tho people knew
no bounds. Corinth and the surrounding
country was scoured in an effort to ap-
prchend the murderer, but dlligent gearch
falled to dlsclose his identity, Two ‘de-
tectives from Chicago were employed,
but thelr cfforts were frultless. Heveral
suspects were arrested, but in each case
| an alibl was proven, A commlttee of
twelve cltizens were nmamed to continue
the search for- the murderer, and ihese
men have been very active In their work,
On_ Monday last 1t became known that
Poin Clark, n negro living near here, had
Nad trouble with his wife, and tho latter
threatencd to dlsclose the sccret of a
crlme, Officers apprehended the woman,
and she told enough to warrant the he-
et that Clark had murdered Mrs. Whit-
fleld. Clark was arvested and on yester-
day was brought before the committee
of twelve in Corinth, . The negro finally
confessed 'to. the murder, and also told
of othier. crimes that he had committed,
He sald that several ‘years ago he killed
two men on' an excursion train in Mis-
glssippl. He:told of an outrage pérpe-
-trated - by, himself upon a-negro woman,
and’ also - of.the.theft .of .$1,500 from a
‘phypiclan- at -French. Camp, Miss, © Clark
:said that he Lad never heen suspected of
Jhaving committeed- any. of these crimes,
and:had- covered up hls tracks.-In'a way
to-dacolve- the officers: of  the law..

.. After hearlng the confesslon. the ‘com-
mittee decided that the negro- should be
‘Hanged: from a telegraphk- pole” in the
{ stroet, Clurk‘ gaid he“'deserved death,
:but'agkeéd-that. the execution be delayed

until to-day, 8o that he could have a fare-
well interview with bhix mother and
brother who lived In Memphis, The re-
quest was granted, and the two relatives
were telegraphegd for, but It was learne
that they were In Misslssippl,

Meanwhlle the newo of tlie negro’s ar-
rest and confession gpread rapldly over
the surrounding: country and to-day's in-
coming tralns brought Lundreds of people
into the (ﬂtg to witness the execution,
The crow ecame g0 great that at mld-
dny the main street of the town was
ordered cleared ami the announcement
was made that it had been decided to
burn Clark at 3:30 o'clock in the after-
noon. 'This statement cnused much ex-
cltement and sur%lng crowds of il)oo pla
bhegun to gather about the plnccr- gelected
for the ennctment of the awful tragedy,

At 2 o'clock pine fagots and lurger
pleces of wood were carefully lnld about
anu Iron rod which ‘was driven decp Into
the ground, and balf an hour later It wus
announced that all wag in rendiness.

o'clock the prisoner, heavily
manacled, was tnken from the jall
Pou_u of armed men, and, followed by a
nrge and excited crowd of men and boyw,
wus led to the cast gate of iha hegro
ccmeter{. which is sltuated in the woest-
ern part of the city. Iagote and wood
hnd been plled bigh around the stake and
the negro was scourcly fastened to the
fron rod, Clark was asked If he eared
to make a statement. He agaln sald
that he deserved the fate prepured for
him, and agked that a letter be deliverced
to hls mother and hrother, He appenled
to: his hrother to ralse his children prop-
erly, admonishing them to beware op evil
companions, Fibally all wag in readiness
and the word was. given to fire the fun-
eral plle. The husband and brother of
s vietim stepped forward and ap-
lled torches, and in a moment the flames
eaped upward, (:nveloplngrthe trembling
negro in emoke and fire. The clothing of
the doomed man was soon Ignited nnﬂ o8
the flames Ergw hotter the skin began
to Pnrch. The negro mouned piteousl
ot this juncture and the agomizing loo
upon hig face told of the awful torture
he was undergolng. Finally hif head fel)
forward upon his hreast and in n few
minutes all wae over, The flanies were
fed th the - erowd, until. the body was
burned,to a erlsp,’; Then.the gathering
in an orderly manner dispersed and the
town assumed its normal condition,

The Committee.of Twelve and many of
the repren;nmuive- ‘citlzens of Corhith
vigorously ‘opposéd burning the negro,
and argued that he should be hanged. J.
H, ennlgf. . of  Birmingham, Ala,,
e N

. and insisted th
Clark: _ahoulrc,l [Ij:e- burned, More tm‘;lzf
booo pe:g‘lg- w'l'%nessod the pgrucsome
Y, om WAre MANY women
and ch| ldren.nﬁ v g




