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have vanished long ago! Monasticism is in the heart; not
. in the fashion of an age. Its appeal to the minds of men—
and this term includes poets!—is evidence neither of ar-
tistic immaturity, as Mr. Rosenfeld would seem to imply,
nor of a muddle-headed rejection of our puzzling modern
World in order to " sink back into the reveries of the old."

There is only one subject—life. A peasant or a monk
is surely as good a subject to- '.ay as a Marconi operator
or Fokker pilot.

It seems to me unnecessary as well as unjust to consign
to poetic limbo Verhaeren's great, palpitant, living studies
of humble peasant-folk and cloistered monks, merely be-
cause they do not fit into a mechanical civilization or into
a critical theory of a poet's artistic evolution.

But in writing this letter I have a better object than
that of quarreling with Mr. Rosenfeld. My object is to
try to tempt readers of T H E NEW REPUBLIC to read again
and to love Verhaeren, and to understand, through him,
something of the people who are struggling for life behind
the Belgian veil.

EDWARD EYRE H U N T .

New Canaan, Connecticut.

Is Lynch-Law Patriotism ?

SIR: The daily press has published the details of a
federal endorsement of lynch law so absurd that com-

mon sanity should demand its immediate retraction. The
following is a letter signed by A. J. Peters, Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and ad-
dressed to one L. H. Luksich, attached to the Coast
Guard. It was printed in the New York Times of Jan-
uary 24th.

" It has been brought to the notice of the Depart-
ment that while you were at your post of duty on
January 3d last at the reci'uiting office of the Coast
Guard in New York City, a man approached the re-
cruiting board and wiped his hands on the American
flag which was standing nearby, and that you resented
this indignity by knocking the man down, immediately .
reportidg your action to your superior officer in a
quiet, unassuming manner.

" The department desires to commend the spirit of
loyalty and patriotism which impelled your ready de-
fense of the national colors, and in voicing this com-
mendation I am not unmindful that you are a natu-
ralized American citizen, for the reason that the inci-
dent is rendered the more conspicuous by this fact,
and affords gratifying evidence of your assimilation
of the spirit and best traditions of the country of your
adoption."

The essence of lynch law is the assumption by private
individuals of the judicial and penal functions of the state.
In this lynch law is at one with mob rule, the anarchism
of assassination, blood feuds, the use of violence in labor
disputes, and terrorism generally. The keystone of the
arch of civilization is the substitution of orderly judicial
3nd penal processes for the intolerable anarchy of indi-
vidual self-help.

Insults to the American flag are violations of the law
of the state of New York and render the offender liable
to arrest, an4, if he is proven guilty at a fair trial, to fine
3n,d iniprispnment. This man Luksich not only took upon
himself the function of policeman, but also of judge, jury

jail officials. And he did so at a moment when, in all

probability, he was least liable to perform the most im-
portant—that of a judge—with credit to the state. In
knocking the man down he went a great deal further.
Without an iota of authority he administered a punish-
ment from which even the vilest murderers in our state
prisons are protected by law. And, finally, he himself
committed a breach of the public peace far more serious in
the eyes of the law than an insult to the flag—the felony
of assault and battery.

For this act Luksich was not only commended in the
name of one of the greatest departments of the United
States Government, but also, according to the press, by
" several national patriotic societies." If this be patriotism
then patriotism is a felony and an attack on the founda-
tions of our civilization.

EVANS CLARK.

Princeton, New Jersey.

Allies Might Learn from Hungary

SIR: The Allies are talking of guaranties against the
repetition of Germany's sudden aggression. There is

a parallel in history when a similar guaranty was exacted
and its solutiv.i found. When Hungary concluded her
Ausgleich in 1867 with Austria she .wanted to protect
herself against a possible coup-d'etat of the Austrian bu-
reaucracy and refused to conclude a pact with the auto-
cratic government of Austria. She insisted upon the intro-
duction of a constitutional government in the Austrian
half of the monarchy and was only willing to contract
with the Parliament of Austria. A constitution was
granted to Austria and the pact was concluded between
her and Austria.

Could not the Allies be satisfied if the power to declare
war would be vested in the German Reichstag? The ele-
ment of surprise and in-camera-decision vs'ould be elim-
inated. The world could have ample time to prepare
itself for a German attack and a parliamentary discussion
would be required before the imperial government could
act.

A. C. VON NOE.
Chicago, Illinois.

A New Interpretation of the West

SIR: Wliile the political students are still looking for
an answer to the cause of the West's overturning of po-

litical precedents this year, it might be well to consider a
new angle of the situation. I believe the producer, or
farmer, as he is more generally termed, is largely respon-
sible for the result, and wish to support this idea by pre-
senting some impressions gathered at the fourth National
Conference on Marketing and Farm Credits, recently held
in Chicago.

At this conference were represented some one hundred
and twenty of the leading farmers' organizations of the
country. The grain growers held a cost-finding conference.
At this the newly elected Governor of North Dakota, Mr.
Lynn J. Frazier, outlined the present unsatisfactory grain
and live-stock marketing situation in his own state. This
condition led to the revolt of the farmers and the forraa-
tion of the Farmers' Non-Partisan Political League to name
and endorse candidates for office. Mr. Frazier was literally
dragged from the seat of his harvesting m,apljine to make
the race. Politicians laughed at him and the new farmer






