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Violence Against Native Women 
 
Course Description  
 
 This course is aimed at introducing students to violence against Native (Indigenous) 
women in the United States as well as with the legal issues and battles unique to Native 
women. Students will develop an understanding for various types of violence (such as domestic 
violence, sexual assault, stalking and trafficking) and the application of tribal, state, and federal 
laws. This course will include historical perspectives on violence in Native communities as well 
as contemporary tribal and federal responses to violence against Native women.  
 
 
Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes 
 
By the end of this course, a successful learner should be able to: 
 1.  Understand the historical context of violence against Native women  
 2.  Understand the sociological and legal issues faced by Native women who are victims of 
violence. 
 3. Understand the underlying struggle faced by tribal, state and federal governments in 
responding to the violence against Native women.  
    4. Analyze and think critically about the flaws in tribal, state, and federal laws and programs 
and apply these skills to factual scenarios 
 
Course Prerequisites 
None.  
 
Required Course Resources  

Syllabus 
Textbook: Sharing Our Stories of Survival: Native Women Surviving Violence edited 
by Sarah Deer, Bonnie Clairmont, Carrie A. Martell et al.; Lanham : AltaMira Press, 
2008.  

 Articles, videos or other materials as posted under the Assignments tab.  
 
 
Welcome  
 
Welcome to Violence Against Native women. I am excited to work with you and I hope you 
enjoy the course while learning about this important topic. Please take some time getting to 
know the blackboard format; knowing blackboard is essential to success in this course. Should 
you have any questions about the course or trouble with blackboard, feel free to contact me at 
saramariecampbell@gmail.com or technical support. 
 
Please make sure you download the syllabus and look through it carefully. The syllabus 
contains everything you’ll need to know about the course. It also contains you assignments. 
These assignments can be found under the syllabus tab on the left side of your screen. Your 
first assignment is to head to the discussion board and reply to a message I’ve left for you there.  
Please note that the amount of work varies from week to week. Take the time now to figure 
out which weeks will be more work than others and plan accordingly.  
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Again, if you have any questions, either about course content or if you have issues with posting, 
I will respond to you within 24 hours. If you are having technical issues, please contact 
Technical support.  
 
 
I look forward to working with all of you, 
 
Sara M. Campbell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructor Bio  
 
Hello!  
 
I look forward to working with you. My name is Sara Campbell and I 
am thrilled to be teaching this class, a topic very close to my heart. 
While I am not a Native woman, I consider myself an ally to the 
Native community and have focused my professional work on ending 
violence against Native women. I received a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Political Science and German at the University of Minnesota-
Morris. In 2009, I received a graduate certification in Gender and 
Women’s Studies at Minnesota State University – Mankato. In 
January 2011, I received my Juris Doctor from WIlliam Mitchell 
College of Law where I focused my studies on Federal Indian Law 
and Tribal Sovereignty. I clerked for Chief Judge Anita Fineday at the 
White Earth Tribal Court for the White Earth Band of Chippewa. I 
also assisted Professor Sarah Deer and the Minnesota Indian 
Women’s Sexual Assault Coalition on their groundbreaking report, 
“The Garden of Truth: The Prostitution and Trafficking of Native 
Women in Minnesota.” 
 
 I am currently serving as an Assistant Adjunct Professor at William Mitchell College of Law 
teaching Constitutional Criminal Procedure.  
 
 
Instructor: Sara M. Campbell 
Email:   saramariecampbell@gmail.com 
Phone: 608-698-0564  
Office Hours:  I will not be holding regular office hours. Feel free to send questions, comments 
or concerns to my email and I will respond back within 24 hours - 48 hours at the latest. 
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Instructor Expectations 
  

Here are a few expectations I would like you to know about as we begin this course. The 
most important of these is to simply be yourself. We bring different kinds of experiences to 
online. Each of you will have different needs, expectations, concerns, and agendas.  
 

Posting Responses: 
1) Post your responses for assignments and discussions on the due dates each week. You 

are, however, encouraged to post early and often.  Interaction with your fellow students 
is an important part of online learning. Equally important is engaging in respectful 
“listening” and dialogue with your fellow students.  

2) Your postings should be thoughtful and well articulated. Responses should include more 
than phrases such as "I agree with that" or "Interesting comment." The distinguishing 
feature of a well done posting might include an objective and critical analysis of what you 
read, what you experienced; or, possibly a short synopsis of a chapter or a related 
assignment from another course. 

3) Your posts should be substantive and feature good writing, correct spelling and 
mechanics. Communication should be professional and use good netiquette.  Successful 
students check the discussion and assignment pages and interact with others as 
required by assignments, which usually means check-ins and responses four to five 
days each week. 
 

 Responses to your Postings:  
I will be in the classroom (that is, I will be checking in) at least five days a week. I will 
respond to questions within 24 hours. All work will be graded within seven days of the 
original due date. 
 

 
** When posting your paper or your discussion question, please make sure to insert your 
last name into the subject line.  
  
 
       Assignments:  

1) Assignments: Each week you will be expected to complete a reading or series of 
readings, post comments/questions on the discussion board and respond to the 
comments/questions of others, and complete a 1-2 page reaction paper. 

2) Submitting Your Assignment: To submit your assignment, click the syllabus tab. In the 
assignments folder, locate and open the folder for the current week. Find the “Write” 
assignment tab and click on the link. There you can upload your assignment through the 
“attach file” area directly underneath the submission text box.  

3) Questions about Assignments: If, after reading the assignment, you do not 
understand what to do, please email me immediately so that I can explain the 
assignment. This is much better than turning in an assignment that is not done correctly 
and losing points. For technical problems, please contact technical support 
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Final Project:  
 Keep in mind throughout the semester that you will have a final project due the last day 
of class. This is in addition to the course work assigned on the syllabus. Please make sure to 
start thinking about the options available to you and what you want to do by Week 5 at the 
latest.  
 
Helpful Information: 
 

1) How to Write a Reaction Paper 
A “reaction paper” is just that - you describe your reaction to a particular reading 

assignment. Reaction papers should be 1-2 pages. The purpose of these papers is to 
give you a place to react to the course material and reflect upon how that material is 
related to your own experiences. The papers should focus on course material, but 
should not simply summarize the readings. Rather, they should take the ideas and 
information in the course into the “real world.” Your papers do not have to be polished 
research papers, but please follow general grammar and punctuation rules.  

 
While reading, think about the following questions: 

• How do you feel about what you are reading? 
• What do you agree or disagree with? 
• What didn’t you understand? 
• What questions might you have for follow-up? 

 
Your reaction papers may be academic or personal, theoretical or practical. The 

important point is that you should engage with the course material in a meaningful way. 
 

2) Succeeding in an Online Class 
Many students are new to online classes.   Because of advancing technology, 

more people are able to take advantage of the Internet for education and 
entertainment.   If you have never taken an online course before, here are some tips and 
suggestions to make your online learning experience a positive one 

a) There are no “dumb” questions!   
If you feel confused or hesitant about any aspect of this course, you 

should email me at saramariecampbell@gmail.com.  You will never wait 
more than 24 hours for a response from me. 

b) Use a printer!   
This course requires a significant amount of reading.  Many 

students find that it is very difficult to read lengthy articles on a computer 
screen.  Printing out the articles and websites will allow you to study while 
away from the computer, and can be much easier on your eyes.  In 
addition, printing out the materials will allow you to maintain an archive of 
class readings for future use. 

c) Use a word processor!  
 For longer writing assignments, it is very important that you 

maintain a copy of your work.  Because internet connections can 
sometimes be unreliable, typing your assignment or reaction directly into 
the online Blackboard environment is generally not recommended.  If you 
do your work on a word processor, be sure to save a copy of your file on 
your hard-drive, and consider backing up your work on disk or CD – and 
print out a copy of your work!   
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3) Using Technology 

 
Contact me if you experience any technology glitches.  Please be assured that you 

will not be penalized for any computer problems.  The goal of this class is to increase your 
substantive knowledge on the topic – not to create more computer anxiety in your life.  I 
generally allow extra time to complete an assignment if you have experienced a computer 
malfunction. That said, I urge you to start your work earlier in the week. The sooner you 
recognize a problem, the sooner it can be fixed and the less stress you will have about the 
situation. 

  
I hope you will find online learning as exciting as I do.  With so many people living 

busy lives, the internet offers a unique opportunity for people working full-time (including full-
time parents!) to take advantage of higher education.  I will do my best to make the class as 
personable and fun as possible. 

 
 
 

4) Special Note 
This class focuses on a topic that is painful and very sensitive for many people.  

Students may have experienced violence themselves, or may have witnessed or heard 
about others’ experiences of violence.  This class also may include many students who 
have worked as advocates.  We will not focus on students’ personal experiences of 
violence in class discussions, but you should be aware that these experiences may 
influence your own and other students’ reactions to course materials.  

  
I encourage students to integrate personal experience with research and theory, 

and I believe that this is an essential part of the learning process.  However, please be 
aware that this online class is not a substitute for advocacy or other forms of emotional 
support.  In addition, please do not post or email any information about a situation in 
which a woman or child is currently in danger.  References to past situations should not 
include names or other identifying information.  

  
Examples: 
  

OKAY:  I once worked with a woman who was being battered, and she encountered a 
lot of bias from tribal social services. 

  
NOT OKAY:  My friend, Mary, was at a shelter on the Fall River Reservation, and her 
ex-husband actually showed up at the shelter one day. 

  
Please know that no form of electronic communication is entirely secure, and 

therefore it is important that we do not discuss confidential information.  If you have 
questions about this policy, please contact me via email.  
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Course Grading 
 
 Grades are assigned based on points. All work will be graded within seven days of the 
due date. Explanations about discussion questions, assignments, and other course components 
appear in the appropriate weekly pages. 
 
1. Discussion and Interaction:   
 5 points for initial discussion responses    total 45 points 

2.5 points for interaction responses  
       (two peers for each discussion question)  total 40 points 
See the Discussion Rubric for further information  

2. Assignments:  10   points for each assignment;   total 80 points 
3. Quiz:   20 points for each test/quiz:                total 20 points 
 Tests may be taken up to 2 times. All tests are open book. 
4. Final Project           50 points total:                total 50 points 
 
  ALL course components            TOTAL 235 points 
 
Grading Scale (Required) 
A =   211 points to 235 points 
B =   188 points to 210 points 
C =   164 points to 187 points 
D =   141 points to 153 points* 
F =   0     points to 140  points* 
 

*PLEASE BE AWARE THAT SOME CERTIFICATES REQUIRE A FINAL 
CUMMULATIVE GRADE OF B- IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE CERTIFICATE. 

 

Policies About Deadlines and Late Work  

Each "week" begins on Tuesday and ends on the following Monday.  Weekly assignments are 
due by 11:59pm on Monday.  The instructor reserves the right to lower grades on assignments 
that are submitted late.   A valid excuse (such as illness or a death in the family) should be 
communicated to the instructor via email or telephone as soon as possible. 

Many assignments require you to post your thoughts to the discussion forum, so that students 
can benefit from a dialogue.  However, if you are uncomfortable posting your assignment to the 
forum for any reason, please contact me via email. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Violence Against Native Women – Sara Campbell    

Academic Honesty Policy 
 Academic dishonesty covers behavior in cheating, plagiarism, and fabrication of 
information.  These behaviors are not tolerated.  Citations and references should be provided 
following a formatting standard such as APA 6th. Students are encouraged to familiarize 
themselves with the UCLA Student Conduct Code and the official statements regarding 
cheating and plagiarism. These and other relevant documents are available on the Dean of 
Students Office website: http://www.studentgroups.ucla.edu/dos/students/integrity/ 
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Discussion Rubric:  
 This rubric will be used to assess the quality of your initial responses and interaction in the online 
discussion forums.  Please use this tool as a guide when constructing your postings. 
 

 Unsatisfactory Basic Proficient Distinguished 
Mechanics of 
the Posting 

Uses incomplete 
sentences, is 
unstructured in its 
organization, and 
includes frequent or 
consistent errors in 
mechanics (grammar, 
spelling, usage) in 
each paragraph. The 
posting is unreadable 
and there is a distinct 
lack of tone. 

Uses complete 
sentences and the 
posting is 
comprehensible. The 
organization could be 
improved to present a 
more coherent 
argument, statement, 
or question. Includes 
2-3 mechanical errors 
grammar, spelling, 
usage) per paragraph.  
The tone is respectful. 

Uses complete 
sentences, 
organization is 
evident, and the 
posting includes no 
more than one 
mechanical error 
(grammar, spelling, 
usage) per 
paragraph. The tone 
is clear and 
respectful 

Uses complete 
sentences, organization 
is clear and thoughtful, 
the posting is 
grammatically correct, 
and free of spelling 
errors. The tone is clear 
and respectful. 

Participation in 
the Discussion 

Provides minimal 
comments and 
information to other 
participants in the 
forum. 

Provides comments, 
and some new 
information on a 
sporadic basis. 
Interacts with only 2 
participants in the 
forum. 

Provides comments, 
discussion, 
questions, and new 
information on a 
fairly regular basis. 
Interacts with three 
or more participants 
in the forum. 

Provides comments, 
discussion, questions, 
and new information on 
a regular, active, and 
weekly basis. Shows a 
high degree of 
interaction with five or 
more participants in the 
forum. 

Content of 
Posting 

Writes a general or 
superficial posting 
that is unrelated to 
the discussion at 
hand and/or posts no 
comments. 

Demonstrates a 
restricted 
understanding of the 
concepts, topics, and 
ideas as evidenced by 
posting information 
that could be derived 
from prior posts and/or 
including highly 
general comments. 

Demonstrates an 
adequate 
understanding of the 
concepts, topics, 
and ideas as 
evidenced by 
posting superficial, 
or general 
statements in the 
forum. Includes a 
few details in the 
posting. 

Demonstrates a solid 
understanding of the 
concepts, topics, and 
ideas as evidenced by 
thoughtful responses 
and questions that show 
a clear connection (are 
integrated) with the 
course material at hand. 
The posting shows 
depth, and includes 
many supporting 
details. 

Critical 
Thinking 

Evidenced by 
Posting 

Provides no evidence 
of agreement or 
disagreement with an 
existing discussion. 

Indicates agreement 
or disagreement with 
an existing discussion 
but provides no 
justification or 
explanation for 
comments. 

Indicates agreement 
or disagreement with 
an existing 
discussion including 
a limited explanation 
or justification. 
Provides comments, 
discussion, and 
questions without a 
clear connection to 
the course material 
at hand. 

Demonstrates a critical 
analysis of an existing 
posted idea or 
introduces a different 
interpretation to an 
existing concept or idea. 
Includes comments, 
discussion, and 
questions that have a 
clear connection (are 
integrated) with the 
course material at hand. 
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Week 1 Introduction and Overview  
 
Week 1 - Read:  
 
Read: Sharing Our Stories – "Beloved Women" by Jacqueline Agtuga - pp. 3 - 20  
Read: Sharing Our Stories – "Native Women" by Jayci Malone,  p. 2  
Read: Sharing Our Stories – “Bouncy, Lively” by Juanita Pahdopony, p. 114 
Read: the Lecture on Federal Indian Law Located in the assignment folder for Week 1 in the 
Syllabus tab).  
Optional Reading: Maze of Injustice  - Chapters 2 - 3 pp. 15-25 (Located in the assignment 
folder for Week 1 in the Syllabus tab).  
 
Week 1 – Post: 
 
Post Bio (2.5  Points) DUE Monday April 9th 
This week, I want you to get familiar with discussing and interacting with your fellow students.  
Click on the discussion board tab on the left side of the blackboard page. Under “Forums” you 
will find one that says “ Biographical Information”. At the top of the page there is a box that 
reads “create thread;” click the button. The next step is to type your bio.  Once finished, click the 
submit button at the top or bottom of the page and you will have successfully posted your bio. If 
you wish to make sure your bio was submitted. Simply hit the refresh button. 

 Your bio should include information about your name, where you live, occupation, and 
experience with online classes. Please also include why you decided to take this course, and 
what you hope to learn in this course. Lastly, include something about yourself, such as 
interests and hobbies.   
 
Discussion Question 1  (2.5  Points)  DUE Monday April 9th 
Please choose 1 question from the list of four under the In Your Community heading on pages 
26 and 27 of the textbook.  I’ve posted a forum on the discussion board for each question. 
Please write 2 paragraphs in response to the question of your choice.  In order to receive full 
credit, you will also need to post at least two responses. At least one comment must be made in 
response to another student who chose the same question. The other response must be in 
response to a student who answered one of the other three questions.  
 
Week 1 – Watch:  
Every week, I will be posting one to three videos for you to watch. Some will be tougher to 
watch, others will be lighter. This week, since we’re in the introductions of the course, I offer this 
video. Who doesn’t love Sesame St. and Buffy Sainte-Marie?  
 
Watch: I’m an Indian wherever I go by Buffy Sainte-Marie 
 
Week 1 – Write:  
Assignment (10 points) DUE Monday April 9th 
 Submit a 1-2 page response paper based on the reading, the video, and/or the poem.  
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Week 2:  Defining terms 
 
Week 2 – Read: 
Read: Sharing Our Stories - Chapter 2 "Sexual Violence: An Introduction to the Social and 
Legal Issues for Native Women" by Charlene Ann LaPointe, pp. 31-44.  
Read: Sharing Our Stories - Chapter 3 "Domestic Violence: An Introduction to the Social and 
Legal Issues for Native Women" by Victoria Ybanez, pp. 49-64. 
Read: Sharing Our Stories -  "Run" by Lea Krmpotich pp. 68-69.  
Read: Sharing Our Stories -  "Kitchen Table Wisdom" by Margie “Augie” Kochuten, pp. 85-86. 
 
Week 2 – Post:  
Discussion Question 2 (5 points) DUE Monday April 16th 

Please choose 1 question from the following: Question 3 on p 44; Question 4 on p. 44; In 
Your Community Question 2 on p. 66; or In Your Community Question 3 on p. 66.  I’ve posted a 
forum on the discussion board for each question. Please write 2 paragraphs in response to the 
question of your choice.  In order to receive full credit, you will also need to post at least two 
responses. At least one comment must be made in response to another student who chose the 
same question. The other response must be in response to a student who answered one of the 
other three questions. 
 
 
Week 2 – Watch:  
Watch: Ten Little Indians 
Watch: Three Little Indians 
 
 
Week 2 – Write:  
Assignment (10 points) DUE Monday April 16th 
 Submit a 1-2 page response paper based on the reading, the video, and/or the poems. 
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Week 3: Rape, Sexual Assault, Human Trafficking, and Prostitution 
 
Week 3 – Read: 
Read: Garden of Truth: The Prostitution and Trafficking of Native American Women in 
Minnesota, by Melissa Farley, et al. pp. 10-46 (Located in the assignment folder for Week 3 in 
the Syllabus tab).**  
Read: Sharing Our Stories - "Skin on Skin" by Sally Brunk, pp. 28-30 
Read: Sharing Our Stories - "Rape" by Eileen Hudon, p. 47. 
  
NOTE:  Reading the report can be triggering and traumatic even for those who have never 
experienced first-hand violence. Try to get through as much of it as you can. If you can’t, please 
contact me by email or phone.  
 
 
Week 3 – Post:  
Discussion Question 3 (5 points) DUE Monday April 23rd 
Have you heard about the problem of trafficking and prostitution of Native Women? How did you 
hear about it? Why do you think this is such an invisible problem?  
 
In order to receive credit, you need to respond to post your own answers to these questions and 
respond to at least 2 other students responses.  
 
Week 3 – Watch: 
Since the reading is tough this week, I hope you find these videos as uplifting as I do.  
Watch: Smiling Indians  
Watch: More Than That (this video was created by students on the Pine Ridge rez in response 
to the recently aired ABC special “Children of the Plains”).  
 
 
Week 3 – Write: 
Assignment (10 points) DUE Monday April 23rd 

Submit a 1-2 page response paper based on the reading, the video, and/or the poems. 
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Week 4: Tribal Statutory Law 

 
This week’s assignment is a research project on tribal statutory law. You can use the 

internet to find many tribal laws. The best way to ensure you are reading the current version of 
any tribal law is to check with the tribal government itself. Some tribal governments maintain 
websites with their laws posted online. 

A good starting point is the Tribal Court Clearinghouse page on tribal codes: 
http://www.tribal-institute.org/lists/codes.htm This Clearinghouse website has numerous links to 
national websites that contain tribal codes, as well as links to specific tribal nations that include 
tribal laws.  (Some links are broken/outdated since tribal websites are constantly changing).   

The National Indian Law Library also has a free online Tribal Code Library. 

Week 4 – Read:  
Skim: - A Victim-Centered Approach to Domestic Violence Against Native Women by Sarah 
Deer et al. (Located in the assignment folder in the Syllabus tab).  
Read: Introduction to Tribal Court Authority (Located in the assignment folder in the Syllabus 
tab) 
Read: Sharing Our Stories - "The Dance of Violence" by Tracie Jones Myrick Meyer, pp. 102-
104 
Read: Sharing Our Stories - "WRONG!!" by Frances M. Blackburn, p. 148.  
 
   
Week 4 – Post:  
Discussion Question 4 (5 points) DUE Monday April 30th 

Select one (1) tribal law provision that you think is an effective or innovative law to 
protect women (at least on paper).  You should select only one section  - not an entire code or 
multiple sections.  For example, you might select Section 210 of the Oglala Sioux Code – but 
not the entire code.  The law you select should address a fairly narrow topic.  Examples:  
violation of a protection order; batterer intervention; traditional remedies. 

Write 1-2 paragraphs paper about this section.  Explain why you think this law does a 
good job of protecting women.  Be sure to identify the tribal nation and the particular section. 
You may also write about any other observations or thoughts you have after reviewing some of 
the tribal laws concerning violence against women. 

In order to receive full credit, you will also need to post at least two responses to other 
students' posts. 

 
Week 4 – Watch:  
Watch: Live in a Good Way – Domestic Violence in Yurok Country 
 
Week 4 – Write:  
Assignment (10 points) DUE Monday April 30th 

Submit a 1-2 page response paper based on the reading, the video, and/or the poems. 
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Week 5: Protection Orders 

 
A protection order is a CIVIL REMEDY for domestic violence.  Protection orders are 

sometimes called “restraining orders” or “orders for protection.”  There may also be other terms 
used to describe the same document.  Essentially, a protection order is a legal document issued 
by a judge.  The document usually orders one person (the abuser) to stay away from another 
person (the victim). 

Because each tribe is sovereign, each tribe may establish different requirements for 
what must be shown in court in order for the judge to grant the order. 

 
Week 5 – Read: 
Read: Sharing Our Stories - “Representing Native American Victims in Protection Order 
Hearings, by Kelley Gaines Stoner, pp. 249-264.  
Read: Protection Orders in Indian Country (don’t worry, the webpage is very brief).   
Read: Sharing Our Stories – “Intimate Disfigurement” by Amanda D. Faircloth, p. 129.  
Read: Sharing Our Stories – “Free Man Walking” by Mary BlackBonnet, p. 248.  
Optional Reading: Tribal Protection Orders  
 
Week 5 – Post:  
Discussion Question 5 (5 points) DUE Monday May 7th 

 Please choose one question from the questions located on pp. 263-264. Please write 1-
2 paragraphs answering the question of your choice. In order to receive full credit, you will need 
to post at least two responses. At least one comment must be made in response to another 
student who chose the same question. The other must be in response to a student who 
answered one of the other questions  
 
Week 5 – Watch: 
Watch: To the Indigenous Woman by 1491's 
 
 
Week 5 – Write: 
Assignment (10 points) DUE Monday May 7th 

Submit a 1-2 page response paper based on the reading, the video, and/or the poem. 
 

*** Note: Now’s a good time to start looking at and even begin working on the final project.  
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Week 6: Peacemaking and Violence Against Native Women 
 
 

Given that more tribal nations are attempting to return to more traditional methods of 
dispute resolution (as opposed to the Anglo-American adversarial model), I believe it is 
important to discuss the pros and cons of using more “traditional” methods in responding to 
violence against women.  Most of us have some familiarity with prosecution in the American 
criminal justice system – through television, movies, or news coverage.  However, many people 
do not have a strong conception of “peacemaking” or other forms of indigenous justice.  This 
week, we will be taking a look at peacemaking.  

Two words of caution about the assigned reading for this week:  First, it is quite 
lengthy!  You may want to start reading early in the week – and pace yourself.  Second, this 
article may be very controversial.  You may have strong reactions or opinions about the topic 
– this is normal.  I do not presume that students will agree with everything in the readings. 

You can read more about the author on her webpage: Donna Coker. 

 
 
Week 6 – Read: 
Read: "Restorative Justice, Navajo Peacemaking, and Domestic Violence" by Donna Coker. 
The link is located in the Week 6 Assignment folder found in the Syllabus tab.  
Read: Sharing Our Stories, “Lecturing in Indian Studies on the Eve of the Millennium” by Kim 
Shuck, p. 165.   
  
  
Week 6 – Post: 
Discussion Question 5 (5 points) DUE Monday May 14th 
 Post whether you agree or disagree with Coker’s general thesis and write 1-2 
paragraphs articulating why. In order to receive credit, you must post at least one response to 
someone with whom you agree, and post at least one post to someone with whom you 
disagree.   
 

 

Week 6 – Watch:  
Watch: A Way Out of Conflict 
 
 
Week 6 – Write: 
Assignment (10 points) DUE Monday May 14th 

 Submit a 1-2 page response paper based on the reading, the video, and/or the poem. 
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Week 7:  Jurisdiction 
 

This week’s assignment focuses on jurisdiction.   The readings provide a basic 
introduction to the complicated federal laws concerning jurisdiction over all crimes, but 
especially crimes against Native women. 

Keep in mind that jurisdiction in Indian country is one of the most complicated areas in 
modern American law. It often takes a semester or more in law school to fully understand the 
many different rules and laws that apply in Indian country cases.   This assignment will provide 
a basic introduction but it is by no means comprehensive. 
 
Week 7 – Read: 
Read: Sharing Our Stories – “Jurisdiction and Violence Against Native Women” by B.J. Jones, 
pp. 233-247.  
Read: Sharing Our Stories, “The Deafness of Domestic Violence” by Kimberly Mullican 
Querdibitty, pp. 293-295.  
Read: Public Law 280: Issues and Concerns for Victims of Crime in Indian Country (Located in 
the assignment folder for Week 7 in the syllabus tab). 
Read: Tribal Criminal Jurisdiction: Federal Limitations and Contemporary Issues (Located in the 
assignment folder for Week 7 in the Syllabus tab).  
Optional Reading: “Decolonizing Rape Law: A Native Feminist Synthesis of Safety and 
Sovereignty” by Sarah Deer, (Located in the assignment folder for Week 7 in the Syllabus tab).  
 
 
 
Week 7 – Post:  
No required posts this week, however, I do encourage you to use the discussion board to ask 
questions or make comments about jurisdiction or other topics we’ve covered thus far.  
 
Week 7 – Watch:  
Watch: The Struggle to Stop Domestic Violence Against Native American Women in New 
Mexico - Part 1 
Watch: The Struggle to Stop Domestic Violence Against Native American Women in New 
Mexico - Part 2 
Watch: The Struggle Against Domestic Violence Against Native American Women in New 
Mexico - Part 3 

 
Week 7 – Write: 
Assignment 
 None!!  
. 
 
Week 7 Quiz (20 points) DUE Monday May 21st 

This is an open-book, open-web quiz to test your basic understanding of criminal 
jurisdiction in Indian Country. There are ten multiple-choice questions. After you submit your 
quiz, you will immediately receive your score. You may re-take the quiz to improve your score. 
For each question or fact pattern, select the BEST answer.  
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Week 8: Stories of Survival 

 
Week 8 – Read: 
 
Read: at least one of the following chapters from Sharing Our Stories: 
 
Chapter 6 – “From a Woman Who Experienced Violence” by Anonymous  
Chapter 7 – “Walking in Darkness, Then Finding the Light” by Lisa Frank 
Chapter 8 – “Violence across the Lifecycle” by Diane E. Benson 
Chapter 9 – “Prisoner W-20170/Other” by Stormy Ogden  
Chapter 10 – “Living in Fear” by Karlene 
 
NOTE: Some of these survivors describe their experience in graphic detail - you may find 
reading their stories to be triggering and/or upsetting. If you feel unable to complete this 
assignment, please contact me privately by phone or email.  
 
 
Week 8 – Post:  
Discussion Question 8 (5 points) DUE Monday May 28th 

Please choose one question from the following:  
 
1) Why do you think the author chose to tell her story in such a public way? 
2) If you met the author, what are some of the things you might want to ask her? 
3) What do you think can be learned from her story?  
 
I've posted a forum on the discussion board for each question. Please write 1-2 paragraphs in 
response to the question of your choice. In order to receive full credit, you will also need to post 
at least two responses. At least one comment made in response to another student who chose 
the same question. The other response must be addressed to a student who answered one of 
the other 2 questions.  
 
 
Week 8 Watch:  
Watch: Gina Loring - Somewhere There is a Poem 
Watch: Once Tongue Tied 
 
 
Week 8 – Write: 
Assignment (10 points) DUE Monday May 28th 
Submit a 1-2 page response paper based on the readings and/or the videos.  
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Week 9: Current Events in Indian Country 

Right now, there are many things going on in Indian Country, many of which are trying to 
address the jurisdictional mess.  The most prominent of these issues are the signing of the 
Tribal Law and Order Act and the current debate about Violence Against Women Act.  The 
continuance of the Violence Against Women Act is being tested specifically because of 
requested changes to the original bill that affect jurisdiction in Indian Country (depending on the 
speed at which Congress acts, this may well be decided by the time we get here, so keep an 
eye out for changes to the syllabus).   

 This week, I want you to take the time and read up on these issues or other issues that 
interest you, either on a local, tribal, state, or federal level. If you need help locating issues that 
interest you or are relevant, I’ve provided a folder in this week’s assignment tab (found in the 
syllabus tab on the left) with links to numerous sources of news related to Indian Country.  

Week 9 – Read: 
Read: Sharing Our Stories – “Survival” by Venus St. Martin, p.232.  
Read: Sharing Our Stories, “Testament” by Judi Brannon Armbuster, pp. 335-336.  
 
 
Week 9 – Post:  
Discussion Question 9 (5 points) DUE Monday June 4th 

This week, take time to look at various websites and find an issue related to this class 
that is making the news on either a tribal, local, state, or federal level. Write 1-2 paragraphs 
about the issue and post a link to the original source. Be sure to comment on at least two other 
posts made by your classmates.   
 
Week 9 – Watch: 
Watch: the signing of the Tribal Law and Order Act 
 
 
Week 9 – Write: 
Assignment (10 points) DUE Monday June 4th 

Submit a 1-2 page response paper based on the reading, the video, and/or the poems. If 
you choose, you may instead write a write a 1-2 page reaction paper about the entire course. 
This can be about what you’ve learned, what you enjoyed about the class and/or what you 
disliked about the course.  
 

 
 

 

 

‘ 
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Final Project: 

Select one of the “options” below for your final project.  Your project can take any form – 
be as creative as you like.  You may choose to write a brief paper with your analysis, draft the 
text of a speech, tell a story, write a poem, create a Powerpoint presentation, etc. The only 
limitation on the medium is that you must be able to submit a product to me via email or fax.  If 
you submit a written narrative, your final product should be at least 4-5 pages, double-spaced.  
If you choose another medium, your final product should be of comparable length.  (Contact me 
via email if you have questions). 

You are strongly encouraged to draft this product with a word processing program and email it 
to me as an attachment at saramariecampbell@gmail.com. 

 I will provide you with verification that I have received your assignment.  If you have other ideas 
for submission of your final project, please contact me via email or phone (608) 698-0564 to 
discuss. 

Use materials and lessons from this course (including comments from your classmates), as well 
as your own experience and opinions, in developing your final project.  Feel free to use quotes 
or references from the readings in this course.  You may also do additional research on your 
own (using the internet or other sources) but this is not required. You will be graded on your 
understanding of the laws and policies pertaining to violence against Native women and your 
ability to articulate your thoughts and opinions regarding safety and justice for Native women.  
Your grade does not depend on whether or not I agree with your analysis, but how well you 
develop your project with supporting information. 

IMPORTANT:  Be sure to let me know which option you chose when you submit the final 
project. 

If you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to email or call.  GOOD LUCK! 
 
OPTION 1: 

What have you gained from this course?  Specifically, list and discuss 1 to 5 of the most 
important things you’ve learned in this course and why they’re important to you.  The issues 
discussed need not be related to each other, and can be either general or specific, but the 
issues should be connected to the course content.  You may want to explain how you’ve 
changed because of this course.  In discussing what you have learned, you may choose to 
include questions that you still have, or what you wished the course would have taught.  
 
 
OPTION 2:  

What needs to change in order to better address violence against Native women?  List 
and discuss 1 to 5 things that must change in order to enhance safety for Native women.  Your 
suggestions can be either general or specific, but they should be supported by the course 
content.  You should describe each problem and why it is important.  Then, make at least some 
suggestions about how you think each problem should be addressed.   Examples – changes in 
the law (federal, state, or tribal), problems with attitudes, jurisdictional limitations, re-
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incorporation of traditional values…The problems you list and discuss need not be related to 
each other, although they can be. 
 
Option 3:  

How important are historical analysis and/or traditional tribal values in developing a 
contemporary response to violence against Native women?  Authors Zuni, Valencia-Weber, and 
Coker all described some approaches to addressing violence that are uniquely “indigenous.”  
What do you think are the advantages and disadvantages of these kinds of approaches?  
 
 
Option 4:  

You have been hired as a consultant for the Fall River Nation tribal council, a nation in a 
non-PL280 state.  The tribal council has become increasingly concerned about the problem of 
violence against women, and would like to develop some tribal laws to address the problem.   
The Nation has a working court system and a tribal law enforcement department, but does not 
have any laws specifically addressing domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking.   You have 
been asked to provide input and advice to the Fall River Nation tribal council regarding why and 
how the tribal council should develop laws and codes regarding violence against women.   After 
talking to different council members, you discover the following: 

 Some tribal council members are concerned that the Fall River Nation does not have the 
power to address violence against women– because the federal government does most 
of the prosecution of violent crimes. 

 Some tribal council members think that the best course of action might be to just enact the 
state laws on violence against women, in order to speed up the process of being able to 
respond. 

What kinds of information and advice would you offer to Fall River Nation regarding tribal laws 
on violence against women?  


