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This class is about the worst things that people do to each other, and about the 

best hopes for putting an end to these crimes.  It is a class about international war crimes, 

particularly the wars in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, and about international 

justice—mostly the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) 

and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), but also the International 

Criminal Court.  War crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity have been around as 

long as people have, but it was not until the 20th century that both the crimes and the 

efforts to halt them reached critical points.  The massive abuses and genocide perpetrated 

by Nazi Germany, as well as imperial Japan, led to the creation of international military 

tribunals and a host of post World War II international conventions designed to put an 

end to such abuses.  Yet, there were no other international criminal tribunals until the 

creation of the ICTY in 1993 and the ICTR in 1994.  Now, there is even the permanent 

International Criminal Court (ICC) that has the power to try cases involving human rights 

abuses throughout the world.  We will examine the reasons behind why such crimes 

occur and the international criminal legal system that seeks to punish those responsible 

for the greatest of atrocities.  Students will learn about the causes and consequences of 

the conflicts in the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, the workings of the two tribunals, the 

problems associated with them, and the prospects of the International Criminal Court. 

First, we will briefly review the histories of the wars in the former Yugoslavia, 

especially in Bosnia, and the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.  What led to these horrific 

events?  Were they simply the latest eruptions of deep-rooted and intractable ethnic 

conflicts, or were specific individuals responsible for these horrific events?  Students 

should be aware that they will be exposed to some horrific images and that there will be 

discussion of the inhumanity of these conflicts.  Then we will discuss the political and 

legal issues and complications surrounding efforts at creating international criminal 

tribunals.  Are such institutions merely a form of “victor’s justice”, or can they provide 

fair and impartial hearings to the accused?  Third, we analyze the structure and workings 

of the two tribunals.  We will also spend substantial time exploring the international legal 

issues and concerns involved in these tribunals and the ICC.  Fourth, we analyze the 

workings and prospects of the International Criminal Court.  Finally, we will conduct our 

own simulation of a war crimes trial in class.  At the conclusion of the course students 

will be able to 1) explain and assess the workings of the international criminal tribunals; 

2) explain and evaluate the causes of the conflicts that resulted in the creation of these 
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tribunals; 3) write simple legal briefs on cases within the jurisdiction of the ICTY; 4) 

present verbally these briefs and 5) be able to evaluate the costs, benefits and prospects 

for international criminal justice in the world today and in the future.   

Students will be given two tests—a mid term and a final—and assigned two 

papers for this class.  Each is worth 25% of the final grade.  Only in exceptional and 

documented cases (which require a university-approved excuse to be arranged through 

the Dean’s office) can a student arrange to schedule a make-up exam.  In addition, the 

instructor must be notified in writing prior to the examination in order to schedule a 

make-up exam.  If the student fails to notify the instructor and then misses an exam, the 

student will receive a zero for that exam.  If a student needs special accommodation 

he/she should notify the instructor on or before the sixth day of classes. Papers turned in 

late will be grade down 5 points (on a 0-100 grading scale) for each 24-hour period they 

are late. 

The assigned books are The Key to My Neighbor’s House by Elizabeth Neuffer 

(Picador Press 2001); and Accountability for Human Rights Atrocities in International 

Law by Steven Ratner and Jason Abrams (Oxford University Press, latest edition).  There 

will be additional readings made available at the UNT Willis Library.  As well, extensive 

use will be made of the ICTY and ICTR web sites at http://www.un.org/icty/ and 

http://www.ictr.org/ respectively, and the ICC web site at 

http://www.un.org/law/icc/index.html .  Students should immediately begin to familiarize 

themselves with the workings of the Tribunals.  You may also watch the proceedings of 

the ICTY live on their web site. 

 

Class Schedule: 
 

January 16: Introduction 

 

January 18: Rwanda and ICTR Background. Read: Neuffer in its entirety. 

 

January 23: Yugoslavia and ICTY Background.  Read: Neuffer in its entirety. 

 

January 25 – The Creation of other War Crimes Tribunals. No assigned readings. 

 

January 30 & February 1: Why Create Tribunals? Read: Ratner and Abrams 

Chapter 1. 
 

February 6 & February 8: Structure of Tribunals. Read: Ratner and Abrams 

Chapter 9 and the ICC, ICTY and ICTR statutes found on their websites. 
 

February 13 through March 1: International Law of the ad hoc Tribunals. Read: 

Ratner and Abrams Chapters 2 thru 4 and the ICTY and ICTR websites. 

 

March 6: Mid Term Examination 
 

March 13: Indictments, Trials and Judgments.  Read: Meernik & King (2003), “The 

Sentencing Determinants of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
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Yugoslavia”.  Leiden Journal of International Law 16:4:717-750; Sayers, Stephen 

(2003), “Defense Perspectives on Sentencing Practice in the International Criminal 

Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia”.  Leiden Journal of International Law 16:4:751-

776.   

 

I will show you how to access these and subsequent articles. 

 

March 15: Issues of Fairness and the Tribunals. Read: Ratner and Abrams Chapter 6 & 

11. Also, Knoops (2005), “The Dichotomy Between Judicial Economy and Equality of 

Arms Within International and Internationalized Criminal Trials” Fordham International 

Law Journal 28:1566 -  

 

March 29 – April 3: Individual Liability in International Law. Read: Bantekas, Ilias. 

(1999) “The Contemporary Law of Superior Responsibility”.  American Journal of 

International Law. 93(Jul.):573-595. 

 

April 5 – April 12: The International Criminal Court. Read: Brubacher, Matthew. 2004. 

“Prosecutorial Discretion Within the International Criminal Court”. Journal of 

International Criminal Justice. April, 2004; Johansen, Robert. 2006. “The Impact of US 

Policy Toward the International Criminal Court on the Prevention of Genocide, War 

Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity”. Human Rights Quarterly 28:301-331; Kaul, 

Hans-Peter. 2005. “Construction Site for More Justice: The International Criminal Court 

after Two Years”. American Journal of International Law 9:370-384. 

 

April 17 through May 1: War Crimes Simulation 

 

Final Examination: Tuesday, May 8  8:00 – 10:00 am. 

 


